
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Your lunch menu for the 6th November 2023 – 10th November 2023 

Monday 

6th November 

2023 

Tuesday 7th 

November 

2023 

Wednesday 8th 

November 2023 

Thursday 

9th November 

2023 

Friday 

10th November 

2023 

INSET DAY Chicken curry 

and rice 

sweetcorn and 

cauliflower 

Roast of the 

day, mashed and 

roasted 

potatoes, 

carrots and 

cabbage 

Pasta and 

meatballs, green 

beans and swede 

Fish fingers, chips 

and peas or beans 

 Shortbread Jelly  Chocolate mousse  Flapjack  
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‘From a tiny spark to a bright flame’ 

 

‘In him was life; and life was the light of men.  And the light shineth in darkness’. (John 1:4-5) 

Executive Headteacher of St Leonard’s CE (A) First School / Executive Principal of Manifold C of E 

Academy: Mrs Kelly Stanesby  Chair of Governors: Mrs Sue Hey and Rev Jane Held: Designated 

safeguarding lead: Mrs Kelly Stanesby,Deputy safeguarding leads: Mrs Julie Amos and Miss Torr   

 

 

Monday 6th November 2023 INSET DAY 

Tuesday 7th November 2023 Full uniform 

Children back in school 

3.30pm – 6.30pm – Parent’s Evening 

Wednesday 8th November 2023 

Welly Wednesday 

 

Welly Wednesday PE kit 

9.30am – 12.00pm – Mrs Amos and Mrs Crooks training 

Thursday 9th November 2023 Full uniform 

9.30am – 1.00pm – Mrs Stanesby and Mrs Amos - Training 

Friday 10th November 2023 

 

PE kit 

10.00am – Remembrance service at St Leonard’s cemetery. All 

welcome. 
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Star Awards 

 

Congratulations are sent out to the following children who won Star Award’s this week: 

Headteacher Award 

 

Eva 

Star of the Week  Sparks 

 

Eleanor G 

Star of the Week  Flickers 

 

Elise 

Star of the week Flames 

 

Kallum 

Spark to a flame Sparks Class 

 

All of Reception 

Spark to a flame  Flickers Class 

 

Eleanor F 

Spark to a flame  Flames Class 

 

Annie 

Mrs Amos award 

 

Corah-Rae 

Cook’s Award 

 

Lili 

PE Award 

 

Autumn, Elise, Eleanor F, Zara, 

Dylan, Rosanna, Megan, Dottie 

Kindness Award Sophie W, Rosa Bella 

 

Reading Award Taya, Romily, Elise, Dottie, Ezme 
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Happy Birthday  

A very Happy Birthday to Megan who celebrates her birthday this weekend. Have a lovely day Megan. 

 

 

 

Spring forward, Fall back! 

Don’t forget you get an extra hour in bed this weekend as the clocks go back on Sunday 29th October at 2am! 

If the little ones will let you! 

 

 

 

Poppies 

We have poppy appeal goodies in school. 

You can purchase poppies, pencils, crosses, erasers, rulers, snap bands, keyrings, bracelets and sharpeners. 

Please send your children in with a donation should they wish to support The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal. 

 

 



  

Wraparound Care Payments. 

We are now able to accept payments for wraparound care via the following voucher 

schemes: 

 

             

 

Tax Free Childcare (Childcare Choices) 

Care4 

KiddiVouchers 

Sodexo 

 

              

Should you wish to pay for your wrapaound care using any of these schemes please contact 

Mrs Crooks (Crooks.E@st-leonards-ipstones.staffs.sch.uk), 01538 266292 or in person. As 

your bill will need to be altered accordingly.  

Payments can still be made via ParentPay if preferred. 
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Super stars! 

They did it! They cycled 16.5 miles and have so far raised an absolutely amazing £2000 for Parkinsons UK and 

St Leonard’s with more donations to come. 

A massive well done to the little team for such a fantastic effort and thank you to Mrs Falder for organising 

the whole event. 

   

   

   

 

 



  

Attendance & Punctuality 

We encourage all children to have excellent attendance at St Leonard’s. 

Regular school attendance brings enormous benefits to individual pupils, their families, schools and the 

community as a whole. Without regular attendance, levels of attainment suffer and opportunities are missed to 

obtain maximum benefit from education. 

Persistent absence and lateness will affect a child’s achievement and progress in school. Comprehensive 

research shows that there is a direct link between a child’s level of school attendance and their level of school 

attainment. 

As a parent it is your legal responsibility to ensure your child receives a suitable full time education. It is your 

responsibility that your child attends school each day and is on time. 

It is important to set the expectation of good attendance right from the beginning of school so children grow 

up with ‘good habits’ 

Medical appointments 

If you need to make a medical or dentist appointment: 

Medical appointments should where possible be made outside school hours.  When this is unavoidable, your 

child should be in school for the remainder of the school day, whether before or/and after the appointment. 

 

Holidays & Leave of Absence 

There is no legal entitlement to holidays or leave of absence during term time. 

A leave of absence can now only be authorized in exceptional circumstances. Holidays are not deemed to be 

exceptional circumstances and therefore will not be authorised.  If a parent wishes to request a Leave of 

Absence then a formal request must be made in writing stating the dates of the absence and giving details of 

the exceptional circumstances which they feel warrant the request. A form for this purpose is available from 

the school office and any requests must be made in advance of the absence. 

 

Lateness 

Having good attendance also means being on time and not being late to school. Children who arrive late can feel 

embarrassed, left out and miss out on important introductions to lessons. Punctuality is an essential life skill 

that needs to be taught from the very beginning. 

 

 

 

  



  

The Polar Express 

On Monday 6th November Churnet Valley railway have advised that they are sending an email to all schools 

which in turn we will send straight on to parents to request free tickets to The Polar Express. 

The event is not the full immersive Polar Express experience but it is a dress rehearsal where Churnet Valley 

railway staff practice their show and the children get a free train ride. So there is no Santa or gifts as it is 

totally free. 

The tickets will be available on a first come first served basis. 

 

 

 

Attendance 

 

Attendance target – 96% 

This week’s attendance -94% 

Please remember to let the school know before 9.00am if your child will be absent from school. 

If your child has suffered from sickness and/or diarrhoea, they must remain absent from school for 48 hours 

after the last time they were sick or had diarrhoea. 

Wherever possible please try to arrange dentist and doctors’ appointments out of school hours. We appreciate 

this is not always possible but it does affect your child’s attendance. 

Weekly attendance reports are produced and any persistent absences or a low attendance rate will result in 

communication from the school to ensure all is well and offer any assistance if required.  

Thank you. 



  

School Uniform 

If your child has had a growth spurt this term please don’t forget we have a free school uniform bank with 

various items of uniform in various sizes. 

If you need a replacement please don’t hesitate to ask us and we can check to see what we have got and send 

home with your children. 

It’s there to be used so please take advantage! 

We also gratefully receive outgrown uniform. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent’s Consultation Evening – Tuesday 7th November 3.30pm – 6.30pm 

If you have yet to make an appointment for the parent’s consultation evening to discuss your child’s progress 

there are still a couple of appointments available for each teacher. If you cannot make these appointment 

times but would still like to see your child’s teacher please contact the school office and we will arrange a 

convenient alternative date. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wild Worship 

In Wild Worship on Wednesday Mrs Goldstraw talked about the floods that we experienced on Friday. They 

talked about how God sent a flood as he saw that people were being unkind. The flood was to block the 

wickedness of humanity. God instructed Noah to build an ark and take two of each specimen aboard the ark as 

the flood would destroy all terrestrial life. After the floods God sent a rainbow as a promise to never send 

floods again. 

 

 

 



  

The Faith Trail 

The children enjoyed a wonderful visit to The Open Centre on Thursday where they learned lots of interesting 

and valuable cultural facts. 

They visited The Mosque where they saw the rooms where Muslim children go to study from 4.00pm until 

6.00pm each day and they saw where they washed their feet. 

In the Hindu temple they had to ring a bell on the way in and out. They were greeted by beautiful statues of 

their Gods. They were shown how Hindus pray and advised they should not point as a sign of respect. 

They were all given a sweet as an offering. 

In the Gurdwara they learned about the uniform that some Sikh’s wear. They are the five “k’s”,  

A kesh (unshorn hair covered by a turban), kara (steel bracelet), kanga (small wooden comb), kacchera 

(undershorts), and a kirpan (resembles a knife/sword). 

The children had a fabulous day saying; 

“I enjoyed the lovely, colourful statues in the temple” 

“ I liked the Arabic writing in the quran and on the walls” 

“I liked the special black cloth from Mecca” 

“I enjoyed the Sikh spinning warrior dance” 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

   



  

National online safety 

In an ever evolving online world sometimes it is difficult to make sense of the huge selection of apps and 

games available to young minds. The choices are almost endless and it’s not always possible to know which apps 

are age appropriate, which games are safe to play and just what content your child is being exposed to. These 

handy guides suggest apps and games that children might enjoy using to learn and play. 

 

 

 



  

National online safety 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Dates for the diary 

 

Tuesday 7th November – Parents’ Evening  

Friday 10th November   10.00am – Remembrance service 

Friday 17th November – Dress down for Children In Need 

Friday 24th November – 2.00pm – Advent service 

Friday 24th November – Ipstones Lights Night 

Friday 1st December – Christmas trip to The New Vic Theatre to watch The Nutcracker 

Thursday 7th December – Christmas show at The Memorial Hall 

Thursday 14th December – Christmas trip to the National Adventure Farm 

Friday 22nd December – 9.15am – Christingle service 

More dates and confirmation to follow. 

Dates may change. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2023 – 2024 Term dates 

Autumn Term 2023 

Inset day: Monday 6th November 

Term ends: Friday 22 December 

Holiday: Monday 25 December - Friday 5 January 

Spring Term 2024 

Inset Day : Monday 8 January 

Term Starts: Tuesday 9 January 

Holiday: Monday 12 February – Friday 16 February 

Term Ends: Friday 22 March 

Holiday: Monday 25 March – Friday 5 April 

Easter Sunday: Sunday 31 March 

Summer Term 2024 

Term Starts: Monday 8 April 

May Day: Monday 6 May 

Holiday: Monday 27 May – Friday 31 May 

Term Ends: Friday 19th July 

Holiday: Tuesday 23 July – Friday 30 August 

 

 

  

 

 



  Sparks 

This week Sparks Class have decorated their own pumpkins. They used hand drills to make their pumpkins 

patterns which they had designed by drawing them first. They had to scoop out the middle and cut off the top. 

They wrote their names on them too using their hand drills to create the letters. 

 

 



       

Flickers 

This week Flickers class made butter! 

They used double cream and a pinch of salt to make butter like it was made in the past. 

Firstly they put their ingredients into a jar. They then shook and shook the jar until the cream whipped, then 

they shook it some more. By shaking the cream past the whipped cream stage they separated the butter and 

buttermilk. In the olden days this would have been squeezed to get the excess buttermilk out and the solids 

patted in to a block of butter using the wooden butter paddles that Mrs Goldstarw brought in to show the 

children.She also brought in a dairy maid toy to show how they used to churn the milk. 

The children sampled their home made butter on crackers and really enjoyed it! 

 

 



 

Flames 

Flames were collecting leaves and nuts from various trees on the school field this week. They had to match the 

leaves and nuts to the tree. They even found some hazelnuts! 

They have also been working on their David Hockney and Clarice Cliffe collaboration paintings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Happy Half term 

We hope you enjoy a lovely restful half term and we will see you back in school on Tuesday 7th November. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


