
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We are a NUT FREE school. 

 

Monday 4th November 2024 INSET DAY – children NOT in school 

Tuesday 5th November 2024 School Uniform 

Bonfire Night 

Wednesday 6th November 2024 
Welly Wednesday  

PE Kit 
Parent Consultations 
 

Thursday 7th November 2024 School Uniform 
 

Friday 8th November 2024 PE Kit 
Enrichment Day - Careers 
 

Attendance this week 21/10 - 25/10 98.86% 

Your lunch menu for W/C: 04.11.2024 

Monday 
21st Oct 

Tuesday 22nd 
Oct 

Wednesday 
23rd Oct 

Thursday 24th 
Oct 

Friday 25th Oct 

Pizza, wedges and 
vegetables 

Sausage, potato 
and vegetables 

Roast chicken, 
potatoes and 
vegetables 

Savoury mince, rice 
and vegetables 

Fish fingers & Chips, 
Beans or Peas 

Shortbread Sponge Jelly Flapjack Ice Cream 

 
St. Leonard’s CE (A) First School Newsletter 

 

Friday 25th October 2024 
  

 

 

 
‘In him was life; and life was the light of men.  And the light shineth in darkness’. (John 1:4-5) 

 
Executive Headteacher of St Leonard’s CE (A) First School Manifold C of E Academy: Mrs Kelly Stanesby 

Chair of Governors: Mrs Sue Hey and Rev Jane Held 

Designated safeguarding lead: Mrs Kelly Stanesby 

Deputy safeguarding lead: Miss Aimee Torr 

 



Term Dates 2024 – 2025 
Autumn Term: 

Half term: Mon 28th Oct - Fri 1st Nov 
Inset: Mon 4th Nov – Children not in school 

Pupils return: Tues 5th Nov 
Term ends: Fri 20th Dec 

 
Spring Term: 

Inset: Mon 6th Jan – Children not in school 
Term starts: Tues 7th Jan 2025 

Half term: Mon 17th Feb - Fri 21st Feb 
Pupils return: Mon 24th Feb 
Term ends: Fri 11th April 

 
Summer Term: 

Term starts: Mon 28th April 
May Day: Mon 5th May (school closed) 
Half term: Mon 26th May - Fri 30th May 

Pupils return: Mon 2nd June 
Term ends: Fri 18th July 

Dates for the diary 
Friday 25th Oct: Family Celebration Worship – Methodist Chapel - 9.15am-all welcome 

 
Weds 6th Nov: Parents Consultations  

Fri 8th Nov: Enrichment Day – Careers 
Fri 15th Nov: Children In Need 

Mon 18th Nov: Reception children weight and height checks 
Thurs 21st Nov: Flu Vaccinations 

Tues 26th Nov: Spiritual Development Day - Advent 
Friday 29th Nov: Advent Service/Festival of Lights at St Leonard’s Church 

 
Thurs 5th Dec/Fri 6th Dec – Christmas Nativity at Ipstones Memorial Hall 6pm. 

Fri 13th Dec: Christmas Coffee Morning 
Thurs 19th Dec: School Christmas Lunch 

 
Monday 16th December: Jack & The Beanstalk Pantomime 

 

Please note that some dates may change. 

 



 
 

Celebration awards. 
Spark to a Flame 

 

Savannah 
Zara 
Jacob.L 

Star of the Week 

 

George 
Jaycee 
Sophie.W 
Dylan 
 

Reading 

 

Lily.B 
Jack 

Lunchtime 

 

Jacob.G 

Dojo’s 1st – St Mark (Red) 1327 
2nd – St John (Green) 1323 
3rd – St Luke (Purple) 710 
4th – St Matthew (Yellow) 633 

Headteacher’s 

 

Dottie 



Uniform Bank. 
Please remember we do have the school uniform bank available with a various range of 

uniform. Please email the office if there is anything you are looking for and Mrs Crooks will 
have a look to see if we can help. 

 

 

Label your child’s uniform! 

 

Please ensure all of your children’s belongings are labelled – Mrs Crooks can not find and 
return uniform if it isn’t labelled! 

 

 



National Online Safety. 

 



Wraparound Care. 

 
 

Breakfast club:   Arrival 7.30am – 8am: £5 
Arrival 8am: £4 

Breakfast and a drink are available to all children. 
 

After school: 3.15pm – 4.15pm: £5 
3.15pm – 5.15pm: £10.25 

3.15pm – 6pm: £14.20 
 

(Fridays we close at 4.15pm) 
 

Children which are in club after 4.15pm, prices reflect a light tea of sandwiches, 
fruit and vegetable sticks and drinks. 

 
 

Fees are payable via ParentPay, alternatively we accept payment through the following 
voucher schemes: KiddiVouchers, Sodexo and Tax Free Childcare. 

If you use a different scheme, it is most likely we will be able to accept payment through 
them once registered. Please speak to Mrs Crooks regarding this. 

 
Please ensure accounts are kept up to date to ensure the continued running of 

Wraparound Care – Thankyou. 
 

 
 



Autumn Term Trips. 
 

   

MONDAY 16th DECEMBER 

Cost: £13 - payable on ParentPay due 9th December. 
£5 deposit due 30th October 

 
 

 

         

 

 



Spellings. 
Children in year 1 and 2 will be coming home with spelling books with spellings in to 

practice – these books need to be returned to school on a Monday to be updated. 

           

Mrs Hodgkins will be putting spellings into reading diaries on a Friday after the children 
have been tested on the previous week’s spellings. 

                   

 

Mrs Hodgkins also asks if Year 3 and 4 children could practice numer bonds to 20 where possible:  

 

Thankyou for your continued support. 

 



        October Half Term.        

ASM sports are offering the following clubs over October Half Term, ASM staff 
are well known to the children due to them providing our after-school club and 

being in weekly to deliver PE sessions. 

   

 

 

 
 



 

Year 3 and 4’s residential trip will be taking place at Gullivers Rother Valley, South 
Yorkshire on 23rd June – 25th June 2025. 

£30 deposit due 31st October 2024 

Achievements outside of School. 

   
Well done to Zara achieving her level 2 skate award! 

Well done to Eleanor who attended the ‘Best Kept Village awards’ - she came 
first runner up in her age category for her poster. 

Birthday Celebrations this week! 

 

 

 



School admissions for September 2025 for Reception and Year 5. 

Applications open online for Reception and Year 5 on the 1st November 2024. 
The easiest way to apply is online at: 

 

www.staffordshire.gov.uk/admissions 

 

You will need to make your application by 15th January 2025 and you will 
receive your offer on 16th April 2025. 

 

Year 4 children will be coming home with a letter over the next few weeks with 
more information 

 

 

 

http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/admissions


 

All accounts on ParentPay and any Wraparound Care voucher schemes need to 
be cleared by the end of Friday 25th October for this half term.  

 

It is vital that parents pay their relevant debts on time. If you are unsure of 
your outstanding payments or are struggling to clear your accounts please speak 

to Mrs Crooks who will be able to point you in the right direction. 

 

If debts are not paid then money which is reserved for providing the range of 
activities and experiences that your children enjoy will have to be used to clear 

these debts, therefore putting the children at a disadvantage.  

There is an option on ParentPay for all parents to contribute to the 
‘School Fund Contribution’. 

THANKYOU! 

 



Parents Consultations. 

 
Parent consultations have now been finalised and you should of 

received an email from Mrs Crooks confirming your time – if 
you have not please ask. 

 
St Leonard’s Nativity 2024. 

We can hardly believe it is that time of year again where we will be starting to give out parts for the 
Nativity play and starting to rehearse lines and songs! 

   

This years nativity will be taking place at Ipstones Memorial Hall on Thursday 5th December and 
Friday 6th December at 6pm. 

Nativity time is always a very exciting time within school and when your child does bring home their parts, 
it would be greatly appreciated if you could practise with them (this will be after half term). In the 

meantime if you have nativity costumes which are no longer of any use at home please send them into 
school to be reused. 



Wraparound Care – Online Bookings. 

 
W/C: 04.11.24 bookings for Wraparound Care will need to be made 

online and paid for at the time of booking. 

  

They will appear on your ParentPay account as: 

St Leonard’s Breakfast Club 

St Leonard’s After School Club Monday-Thursday 

St Leonard’s After School Club Friday 

Upon clicking onto any of the above you then need to click on the 
sessions you require and make your payment. This will then inform the 

office that you require a place for your child. 

 

Last minute emergency sessions can still be booked on the day by 
contacting the office. 



Twycross Zoo 

      
The school had a fantastic time on Wednesday. 

We are excited to share the wonderful experience we had during our visit to Twycross Zoo, as part of our learning 
topic 'Paws, Claws & Whiskers’. With its rich history and commitment to conservation, Twycross Zoo provided the 

perfect backdrop for an educational adventure. 
The highlight of the trip was undoubtedly the unique opportunity to get up close and personal with some incredible 

animals. The children were captivated by the delicate beauty of butterflies, a magical moment of observation that left 
a lasting impression. The gorillas, with their slow and deliberate movements, intrigued and excited our young 

learners, offering a chance to appreciate the wonders of nature. The pupils were treated to the joyful spectacle of 
penguins gracefully swimming through the water. The children's faces lit up with excitement as they watched these 

aquatic birds navigate their habitat, a truly mesmerizing sight. While lions and tigers are not always the most active 
during daytime, observing them at rest was a unique and awe-inspiring experience. The lively monkeys provided a 
playful and dynamic backdrop to the trip. We were delighted to watch these agile creatures jump around them, 

showcasing the boundless energy of the animal world. 
They returned with not only cherished memories but also a deeper appreciation for the incredible diversity of the 

animal kingdom. 
We were so very proud of the children's behaviour during the day. It was especially wonderful to see the older pupils 

supporting and caring for the younger pupils. 

 

                  

    

 



‘Being a Vet’ 
Thankyou to Mrs Falder who came into school on Thursday to talk about being 

a vet. She brought lots of equipment to show and share with the children. 

 

Lilly, Corah-Rae and Eleanor enjoyed dressing up as though they were going 
into surgery with an animal and Mrs Falder explained the importance of hygiene 
and having to ‘scrub’ down before entering the operating theatre for the animal. 

  

The children also got to look at different syringes that are used depending on 
the size of the animal, how different animals temperatures were taken and then 
they all got an opportunity to wear ‘Calving gloves’ which were the same length 
as their entire arm…Mrs Falder explained the importance of them being this long! 

Mrs Falder brought in her family dogs ‘Brian and Lily’ and they were very well 
behaved. 

 

Thankyou! 



PTA 

 
As you will be aware from the news, school budgets are being cut more and more and 

schools are having to slim down on a lot of things – for us at St Leonard’s this is the ‘nice’ 
bits that we have always been able to offer our children and families including trips at a 

very reduced price, enriching resources, being able to have all our lovely families in often for 
special days or afternoons, so WE NEED YOU! 

Nicola Falder (Eleanor & Theo’s mum) is proposing to go full steam ahead with building a 
group of people together to hold events to raise vital funds for St Leonard’s. A decision has 
been made that we will try to do ‘bigger’ events rather then a lot of small ones so that a 

more significant profit is made each time. Also with the busy lives we all have, that a ‘PTA’ 
isn’t taking up everyone’s time.  

If you would be interested in helping to stage various events, please speak to Nicola or Mrs 
Crooks so that we can come together with a plan. 

 

 

 



Collection time at the end of the school day. 

To ease congestion at the pedestrian gate please could parents ensure 
that they DO NOT congregate around the gate and please move 

forward towards the school, whilst waiting for their child to leave the 
building. 

 

If bringing dogs please wait on the right hand side of the school drive 
(as you look at the school) to ensure there is enough room for children 

to safely pass as they exit. 

 

This is to keep EVERYONE safe. 

Thankyou for your cooperation. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Happy half term to everyone! It has been a busy 8 weeks at St Leonard’s but as 
always your children have given 150%. 

Now time to have a rest and re-energise ready for the next half term – your 
teachers are all very busy preparing for your lessons when we are back! 

HAVE FUN AND STAY SAFE! 

School reopens TUESDAY 5TH NOVEMBER. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


