
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday 23rd September 2024 School Uniform 

Tuesday 24th September 2024 School Uniform 

Sparks Class – Stay & Play 9am-10am (Please let Mrs Crooks know if you 
can attend.) 

Wednesday 25th September 2024 

Welly Wednesday  

PE Kit 

Thursday 26th September 2024 School Uniform 

Friday 27th September 2024  PE Kit 

Mr Simpson (Churnet View Middle School PE Lead) in to deliver a PE 
session with Flames Class. 

Your lunch menu for the 23rd Septmber – 27th September 

Monday 
16th Sept 

Tuesday 17th 
Sept 

Wednesday 
18th Sept 

Thursday 19th 
Sept 

 

Friday 20th 
Sept 

Pizza, wedges 
and vegetables 

Sausage and 
Mash with 
vegetables 

Roast Chicken, 
potatoes and 
vegetables 

Savoury Mince 
and Rice, with 

vegetables 

Fish fingers & 
Chips, 

Beans or Peas 
Shortbread Sponge Jelly Flapjack Ice Cream 

 
St. Leonard’s CE (A) First School Newsletter 

 

Friday 20th September 2024 
  

 

 

 
‘In him was life; and life was the light of men.  And the light shineth in darkness’. (John 1:4-5) 

 
Executive Headteacher of St Leonard’s CE (A) First School Manifold C of E Academy: Mrs Kelly Stanesby 

Chair of Governors: Mrs Sue Hey and Rev Jane Held 

Designated safeguarding lead: Mrs Kelly Stanesby 

Deputy safeguarding lead: Miss Aimee Torr 

 



Miss Milward and Poppy! 
 

 

 

On Thursday we had a lovely visit from Miss Milward and Poppy. All the children were very excited to see 
them both and everyone thought Poppy was gorgeous and the staff enjoyed having a cuddle with Poppy. 

Poppy wasn’t fazed by the noises in school and even fell asleep whilst the children were talking to her! 

We hope to see Poppy again very soon. 

 

   



 

 

         

 

Well Done! 

                 

A big ‘Well Done’ to Jack for completing stage 2 at skating and is now working 
towards stage 3! 

 

 



Term Dates 2024 – 2025 
Autumn Term: 

Term starts: Weds 4th Sept 2024 
Half term: Mon 28th Oct - Fri 1st Nov 

Inset: Mon 4th Nov – Children not in school 
Pupils return: Tues 5th Nov 

Term ends: Fri 20th Dec 
 

Spring Term: 
Term starts: Tues 7th Jan 2025 

Half term: Mon 17th Feb - Fri 21st Feb 
Pupils return: Mon 24th Feb 
Term ends: Fri 11th April 

 
Summer Term: 

Term starts: Mon 28th April 
May Day: Mon 5th May (school closed) 
Half term: Mon 26th May - Fri 30th May 

Pupils return: Mon 2nd June 
Term ends: Fri 18th July 

Dates for the diary 
W/C: Monday 23rd Sept: Design & Technology week in school 
Tuesday 24th Sept: EYFS Stay & Play for parent’s 9am – 10am 

Tuesday 8th Oct: St Leonards Open Day 
Wednesday 9th Oct: Flu Vaccinations – more information to follow 

Friday 11th Oct: PSHE Enrichment Day – Friendship 
Friday 25th Oct: Family Celebration Worship – Methodist Chapel - 9.15am…all welcome 

 
Thurs 7th Nov: Parents Consultations 

Fri 8th Nov: Enrichment Day – Careers 
 

Wednesday 23rd October: Twycross Zoo 
Monday 16th December: Jack & The Beanstalk Pantomime 

 

Please note that some dates may change. 

 

 

 

 



National Online Safety 

 
 

 



Charity Bike Ride! 

SUNDAY 29th SEPTEMBER. 

1 WEEK TO GO – A BIG thankyou to Mrs Falder for organising. 

 
 

The (now annual!) charity bike ride will happen this year on Sunday 29th September.  

For those who weren’t involved last time (but might be keen to this time!), the plan is to do a sponsored bike ride this 
time heading to the Tissington Trail.   

                                                                   

We will again be raising funds for the school and will also raising money for the Oxford University Development 
Trust (funding vital research into encephalitis autoimmune disease at the Nuffield department of clinical 

neuroscience). This is in memory of Ezme’s grandfather…a worthy cause I’m sure you’ll all agree. 

Participants can do as much or as little cycling as they like on the Tissington Trail but please can all who are keen 
bring a responsible adult along with them. 

 

 

Scan the above QR code to donate. 

Please let Eleanor Falder’s mum (Nicola) know if you’re interested on 07734448231 - let’s see if we can raise over 
£2000 again!!  

 



Wraparound Care. 
As always, we will try to be as flexible as possible to fit in with your family’s needs. As of 

September, sessions will be charged at the following: 
 

Breakfast club:   Arrival 7.30am – 8am: £5 
Arrival 8am: £4 

Breakfast and a drink are available to all children. 
 

After school: 3.15pm – 4.15pm: £5 
3.15pm – 5.15pm: £10.25 

3.15pm – 6pm: £14.20 
 

Children which are in club after 4.15pm, prices reflect a light tea of sandwiches, 
fruit and vegetable sticks and drinks. 

 
 

Fees are payable via ParentPay, alternatively we accept payment through the following 
voucher schemes: KiddiVouchers, Sodexo and Tax Free Childcare. 

If you use a different scheme it is most likely we will be able to accept payment through 
them once registered. Please speak to Mrs Crooks regarding this. 

 
Please ensure accounts are kept up to date to ensure the continued running of 

Wraparound Care – Thankyou. 
 
 
 

 
 



 
NUT FREE SCHOOL! 

When sending packed lunches in with your child or a snack for morning snack time please 
remember we are a ‘NUT FREE SCHOOL’ and morning snacks need to be an ‘Healthy 

Option’. 

 

Uniform Bank. 
Please remember we do have the school uniform bank available with a various range of 

uniform. Please email the office if there is anything you are looking for and Mrs Crooks will 
have a look to see if we can help. 

 

 

 



 

Celebration awards. 
Spark to a Flame 

 

Seth 
Bella 
Annie 

Star of the Week 

 

Stanley 
Autumn 
Harriet 

Reading 

 

Dylan 

Lunchtime 

 

Corah-Rae 

Maths 

 

Eva 

Headteacher’s 

 

Eva 
Ursula 

 

 

 



Autumn Term Trips. 

  

WEDNESDAY 23rd OCTOBER 

To support the children's learning of 'Paws, Claws, Whiskers and Wings'. 
 We will be leaving school at 8.30am and returning at 5pm (traffic dependent). Children will need to be in 

school for 8.20am to allow a prompt departure.  
Packed lunch is required and can be ordered from the kitchen (Reception, Y1 and Y2's can receive these 

free of cost). Please let Mrs Crooks know if you require a lunch via the office email or by filling in the form 
in reception - there will be a choice of ham or cheese sandwiches. 

 
Cost: £8 - payable on ParentPay. 

 

   

MONDAY 16th DECEMBER 

We will be departing school at 12noon and returning at 4.15pm. An early lunch will be provided before 
the children leave school. 

 
Cost: £13 - payable on ParentPay. 

 
After school club can still be available for both trips if required but please confirm you will 

require it with Mrs Crooks so she can confirm numbers with ASM. 
Thankyou. 

 

 



Spellings. 
Children in year 1 and 2 will be coming home with spelling books with spellings in to 

practice – these books need to be returned to school on a Monday to be updated. 

           

Mrs Hodgkins will be using SeeSaw for year 3 and 4’s spellings, but until this is up and 
running spellings will be coming home with your children in their bags. 

                   

 

Mrs Hodgkins also asks if Year 3 and 4 children could practice numer bonds to 20 where possible:  

 

Thankyou for your continued support. 



Free School Meals – (Reception – Year 4). 

                  

Please apply online at gov.uk if you think you may be eligible: 
Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following: 

• Income Support 

• income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• the guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no 
more than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less than £7,400 a year 
(after tax and not including any benefits you get) 

Children who get paid these benefits directly, instead of through a parent or guardian, can also get free school meals. 

Your child may also get free school meals if you get any of these benefits and your child is both: 

• younger than the compulsory age for starting school 

• in full-time education 

 

If your child is eligible for free school meals, they’ll also qualify for the Holiday Activity and Food Programme. Food vouchers 

may also be available through the Household Support Fund. Find out more by contacting your local council. 

By claiming ‘Free School Meals’ the school is also eligible to claim ‘Pupil 
Premium’ funding for your child: 

What is it for? The Pupil Premium grant is an amount per child, and it is intended that schools use this 
money to close the gap in attainment between pupils and their peers. This does not mean that each pupil 

directly receives the grant.; all spending decisions rest with the school. 

If you are unsure if you could claim please speak to Mrs Crooks. 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/04/06/what-you-need-to-know-about-the-holiday-activities-and-food-haf-programme-2/
https://www.gov.uk/cost-living-help-local-council
https://www.gov.uk/find-local-council


HOUSEKEEPING. 

 

✓ All uniform and bottles to be labelled with child’s name – including 
coats. 

  
 

✓ A pair of wellies to be brought every Wednesday for ‘Welly 
Wednesday’ – ideally to be left at school. 

 
✓ If bringing own snack for morning break to be a ‘healthy’ snack 

and nut free. 

 
 

✓ A suitable coat to be brought every day suitable for the days 
weather – as we like to be outside as much as possible. 
 

 



Birthdays 
Have a wonderful time celebrating! 

 

 
This week birthday wishes go to: 

Miss Torr & Miss Milward (21 again!) 

 
and Harriet AKA Strawbs! 

      
 



 

        October Half Term.        

ASM sports are offering the following clubs over October Half Term, ASM staff 
are well known to the children due to them providing our after-school club and 

being in weekly to deliver PE sessions. 

   

 

 

 

 



School Harvest Festival 

 
This years School Harvest Festival will be taking place at St Leonard’s Church on Sunday 

6th October at 11am. 

All children are welcome to attend, please let Mrs Crooks know if you can as we will be 
giving out readings for the children to do through the service. 

Any harvest donations are welcome on the day but if you are not able to attend and would 
still like to donate, please bring these to school by Friday 4th October. 

 

 

 



Welly Wednesday 

 

On Welly Wednesday the children made ‘Blobsters’ with Mrs Goldstraw they 
listened to the story of ‘Mama Africa’ 

“Once upon a time, Mama Africa was sitting all alone in the plains, dreaming and breathing, dreaming and 
breathing. There were no animals then, no insects buzzing around. No creepies crawling. No lions roaring. As the sun 

warmed the earth and the rains watered the land, all kinds of plants grew up around Mama Africa. She gazed at 
them in wonder. 

 
One day Mama Africa pushed her strong hands down into the friendly earth and felt around. She felt something 
cool, moist and squidgy. When she pulled her hands back out she had some clay in them. She loved the clay and 
made all kinds of shapes from it. Into the clay she stuck different shaped parts from the plants around her - seeds, 
buds, branches and twigs. Onto the clay she pressed all kinds of colours and patterns from the plants and rocks. 

 
After she had finished each creation, she put it in the sun to dry. When they were all dry, Mama Africa gave each of 
them a name and breathed on them. The clay figures came to life and went off to live amongst the plants, walking 
on the land, flying through blue skies and digging burrows into the earth. And that’s how it came to be that all the 

animals and people came to live in Africa and some say, deep in the rainforest she is still there, making new 
creatures every day.” 

 

   

                             


